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Shardhighs, 

Halstead, 

Essex. 

June  12tl»,  1938. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Halstead 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Cl  utirman  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  for  the  year  1937  shows  the  District  to 
have  remained  in  a healthy  state. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
has  been  very  low. 

Only  two  deaths  from  tuberculosis  have  occurred.  Of 
the  eight  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  three  were  those  of 
persons  who  have  recently  taken  up  residence  in  the  town. 

Thirty-two  new  houses  have  been  built  and  twenty- 
three  houses  have  been  demolished.  Further  houses  are  at 
the  present  time  being  built  to  re-house  the  inmates  of 
the  remaining  unsatisfactory  properties.  My  work  with 
regard  to  School  Children  assures  me  that  the  general 
state  of  health  in  the  district  is  vastly  improved.  Much 
of  this  improvement  must  be  due  to  the  better  general 
state  of  housing  conditions. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


J.  S.  RAMSON. 
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SECTION  A.-  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

of  the  Area* 


Area  (in  Acres)  ..  ...  ...  1,172 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population 

for  1937  ...  ...  ...  5,859 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  according 

to  the  Rate  Books  ...  1,868 

Rateable  Value  and  Sum  represented  by  a 

penny  rate  ...  £25,848  £96  .62 

Extracts  from  vital  statistics  : — - 


Live  Births  Total  Male  Female 


Legitimate  75 
Illegitimate  1 

Still  Births  1 

Deaths  87 


Corrected  death  rate 
(correction  figure  0*8) 


40  35  Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 

1 0 the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  12  9 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births  ...  12  9 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident, 
population  , 14  8 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 


1 L8 
nil.' 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  39  4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  40  0 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  nil. 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  nil. 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  nil. 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  nil. 


The  social  conditions  of  the  area  have  remained  as  in 
former  years. 

V 


There  have  been  no  noteworthy  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease. 


TABLE  A. 

(Registrar  Cieneral’s  Figures.) 


Cause  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

4*- 

o 

0 

2 

Measles  - 

- 

0 

0 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

0 

0 

5 

Diphtheria  - 

- 

0 

0 

6 

Influenza 

2 

1 

i 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

1 

8 

Cerebrospinal  Fever  - 

- 

0 

0 

9 

'Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

“ 

2 

0 

10 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

- 

0 

0 

11 

Syphilis  - 

- 

0 

0 

12 

General  Paralvsis  of  the  Insane, 
Tabes  Dorsalis 

0 

0 

13 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

- 

4 

4 

14 

Diabetes  - 

- 

0 

0 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

- 

■i 

8 

16 

Heart  Disease 

- 

10 

1 l 

17 

Aneurysm  - 

- 

0 

0 

18 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

- 

9 

w 

9 

19 

Bronchitis  - 

' 

1 

3 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

- 

1 

0 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

- 

1 

0 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer 

- 

0 

i 

23 

Diarrhoea  etc.  (under  2 years) 

- 

0 

0 

24 

Appendicitis 

- 

0 

0 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver 

- 

0 

0 

26 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver  etc. 

.£> 

0 

0 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

- 

1 

0 

28 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  - 

- 

1 

0 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

- 

0 

0 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

~ 

0 

0 

31 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth 
Malformations,  etc. 

i 

1 

2 

32 

Senilitv 

- 

4 

12 

33 

Suicide 

- 

0 

0 

34 

Other  Violence 

- 

o 

.) 

1 

35 

Oth e r d e fi  n ed  1 > isea ses 

- 

3 

0 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

- 

! 0 

1 

Totals  - 

- 

40 

47 

) 

TABLE  B. 

Deaths  at  various  Ages. 
(Registered  and  transferred.) 


Age  Group. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Under  one  year 

2 

1 

year 

and  under  2 years 

0 

9 

years 

5 »»  5 ,, 

0 

5 

n 

,,  15  „ 

0 

15 

>> 

„ 25  „ 

1 

25 

>> 

,,  35  , > ... 

5 

35 

>> 

4 5 

y j * ) i * • • 

1 

45 

> i 

> i 55  , f ... 

6 

55 

> > 

M >> 

15 

65 

* > 

„ 75  ,t 

23 

id 

years 

and  upwards 

3? 

Total 

90 

SECTION  B»  -General  provision  of  Health  Services 

for  the  Area. 

A.  Public  Health  Officers. 

(1)  J.  S.  R ANSON,  M.R.CS,  L.R.O.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of*  Health  (also  M.O.H.  Halstead 
Rural  District  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
for  the  Halstead  Area,; 

(2)  W.  A.  NICHOLSON,  M.I.M.C.E. 

Sanitary  Inspector  (also  Surveyor.) 

B.  There  have  been  no  changes  or  developments  in  the 

following  services  during  the  year, 

(1)  Laboratory  facilities. 

(2)  Ambulance  facilities. 

(3)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(4)  Clinics  and  treatment  Centres. 

(5)  Hospitals. 

The  motor  ambulance  stationed  at  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  is  used  for  all  types  of  cases. 
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SECTION  C.-  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area, 

Water  Supply. 

Water  is  obtained  from  a boring  300  feet  deep  situated 
near  the  River  Colne,  from  which  it  is  pumped  into  two 
water  towers  with  a storage  capacity  of  134,000  gallons. 

During  the  months  of  July  and  August  the  rest  level  of 
the  water  in  the  well  dropped  12  inches  and  has  remained 
at  that  level  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

No  analysis  of  the  water  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

No  extensions  of  watermains  have  been  laid. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

100  yards  of  6 inch  sewer  has  been  laid  to  receive 
drainage  from  Houses  in  course  of  erection. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  24  pail  closets  and  2 pit  closets  in  the  outlying 
parts  of  the  District.  Five  pail  closets  have  been  converted 
into  water  closets. 


Public  Cleansing. 

Ail  dry  house  refuse  is  collected  weekly  in  horse  drawn 
covered  vehicles  by  the  Council's  employees  and  is  disposed 
of  in  a disused  gravel  pit. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Number  of  Inspections  and  lie-inspections 
Nuisances  detected 
Water  Closets  repaired  ... 

Dustbins  renewed 

Drains  repaired 

Other  Nuisances  abated  ... 

Informal  Notices  served  ... 

Statutory  Notices  served 
Informal  Notices  complied 
Statutory  Notices  complied  with 


140 

28 

17 

43 

223 


/ / 


137 

66 
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Smoke  Abatement, 

No  action  has  been  necessary  with  reference  to 
nuisances  arising  from  smoke. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  privately  owned  Swimming  Baths  or 
Pools  in  the  District,  A covered  Swimming  Bath  is 
maintained  by  the  Council.  The  water  for  use  in  the 
Bath  is  supplied  from  the  public  supply.  The  Bath  is 
emptied  and  thoroughly  cleansed  every  week  and  the  water 
is  treated  with  Voxsan. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  case  has  been  detected  during  the  year. 

Schools. 

The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  is  satisfactory. 
All  Schools  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  Public  supply, 

SECTION  D.~Housing* 

L Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 


(1) 

(a) 

Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses 
inspected  for  Housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

223 

< h ) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose 

1259 

(2) 

(a) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1 925  ...  37 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  untit  for  human  habitation 


IS 


14) 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  142 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices . 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

3,  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  dc  16  of  the 

Housing  Act , 1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  97 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  92 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  92 

(b)  Bv  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nib 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Ads 

(])  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices. 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil, 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act , 1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Ordeis  were  made  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


• * k 


23 
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( d ) Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act t 1936, 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ....  ...  Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act , 1936  —Part  IV. — Overcrowding . 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  29 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  30 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  182 

(■ h ) Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  11 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  33 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 

for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nib 

(t)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to 

overcrowding  conditions  upon  which  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  report  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


SECTION  E.-  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply 


There  are  6 Cowkeepers  and  7 Purveyors  of  Milk  registered 
in  the  District.  The  premises  are  inspected  at  varying 
intervals  and  have  always  been  found  in  a clean  and 
Sanitary  condition. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  5 Slaughterhouses  and  10  Bakehouses  in  the 
District  which  are  inspected  at  frequent  intervals. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 


excluding  Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 

Pigs. 

Cows. 

Lambs. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

832  Nil 

572 

1976 

2028 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except 

40  Nil 

23 

72 

124 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcase  condemned 
Carcase  of  which  some 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

part  of  organ  was 
condemned 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

Cattle 

excluding  Cows. 

Calves 

Sheep  and 

Pig-8. 

Cows. 

Lambs. 

1 u be  real  os  is  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Carcase  of  which  some  part 
of  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

16 

SECTION  F.- Prevalence  and  control  over  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases 


There  have  been  very  few  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  the  year,  and  no  noteworthy  outbreak  of  any 
non-notifiable  infectious  disease. 

Cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  certified  as  being  due  to  this  disease 
shows  no  increase  over  that  for  the  preceding  year. 

No  action  has  been  taken  to  improve  local  facilities  for 
imparting  information  for  diagnosis  and  for  treatment. 

No  local  investigations  have  been  made. 

Prevention  op  Blindness. 

No  action  lias  been  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public 

Health  Act  1925  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the 

treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  disease  or  injury  to  the 

eves. 

* 


Tuberculosis. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relating  to 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk 
trade)  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1925 
(relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  ) 
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TABLE  C. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year. 


DISEASE. 

Total  Cases 

Notified. 

Cases  Admitted 

to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

o 

9 

3 

0 

Diphtheria 

l 

i 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

4 

1 

0 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

8 

[ 

5 

0 

AGE  GROUPS  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED. 


Under  1 
year 


2 3 4 5 10  15  20  35  45  65  and  over. 


Scarlet  Fever 

1 2 

Erysipelas 

1 3 

Diphtheria 

1 

Totals 

0 0 1 0 4 0 3 0 0 

SPECIMENS  EXAMINED  BY  BACTERIOLOGIST. 


Specimen. 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria 
Sputa 

Blood  for  Typhoid 
Hair  for  Ringworm 
Miscellaneous 
Water 


Number  Examined. 

24 

30 

n 
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9 

w 
9 

o 
0 

66 


Total 
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"1  wo  cases  were  admitted  to  a County  Sanatoria  during  the  year. 
All  deaths  were  of  cases  previously  notified. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 
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DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 

IVe  have  been  favoured  by  Mr.  Francis  N.  Adams,  15  A.  witli  the  following  monthly  averages  for  the  year  1937,  taken  at  the 
Halstead  Brewery,  Essex,  Climatological  Station  (139  feet  above  sea  level)  :— 
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